
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  June 5, 2011 
Title:  Why We Worship God 
Text:  Revelation 4; 5 
Theme: Worship is only fitting and proper for God.  Corporate worship is the gathering 

of His people for the express purpose of affirming His right to rule His people.  
 
Introduction:  

• Worship is an active response to the character, words and actions of God, initiated by His 
revelation and enabled by His redemption, whereby the mind is transformed (e.g. belief, 
repentance), the heart is renewed (e.g. love, trust), and actions are surrendered (e.g. 
obedience, service), all in accordance with His will and in order to declare His infinite 
worthiness.  

 

• In both Hebrew and Greek, there are two categories of words for worship. The first is about 
body language that demonstrates respect and submission; to bow down, to kneel, to 
prostrate oneself. The second is about doing something for God that demonstrates sacrifice 
and obedience; to offer, to serve.  

 

• "Worship is the believer's response of all that they are – mind, emotions, will, body – to 
what God is and says and does." (Warren Wiersbe (2000), Real Worship, p. 26.) 

 

• "Christians believe that true worship is the highest and noblest activity of which man, by the 
grace of God, is capable.“ (John Stott (1970), Christ the Controversialist: A Study in Some 
Essentials of Evangelical Religion, p. 160.) 

 

• "Worship of the living and true God is essentially an engagement with him on the terms 
that he proposes and in the way that he alone makes possible.“ (David Peterson (2002), 
Engaging with God, p. 20.) 

 

• "Worship is the submission of all our nature to God. It is the quickening of conscience by 
His holiness; the nourishment of mind with His truth; the purifying of imagination by His 
Beauty; the opening of the heart to His love; the surrender of will to His purpose – and all of 
this gathered up in adoration, the most selfless emotion of which our nature is capable and 
therefore the chief remedy for that self-centeredness which is our original sin and the source 
of all actual sin." (William Temple, Readings in St. John's Gospel .) 

 

• "Worship is the activity of the new life of a believer in which, recognizing the fullness of the 
Godhead as it is revealed in the person of Jesus Christ and His mighty redemptive acts, he 
seeks by the power of the Holy Spirit to render to the living God the glory, honor, and 
submission which are His due.“  (Robert Gibson Rayburn (1980), O Come Let Us Worship, p. 
20.) 

 

• “Worship is the human response to the self-revelation of the triune God, which involves: (1) 
divine initiation in which God graciously reveals himself, his purposes, and will; (2) a 
spiritual and personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ enabled by the ministry 
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of the Holy Spirit; and (3) a response by the worshiper of joyful adoration, reverence, 
humility, submission and obedience.“ (David Nelson (2002), Authentic Worship, p. 149.) 

 

• At WBC, we believe that we were made for worship.  Worship is not just something we do 
when we corporately gather, but should be directly related to every aspect of our lives, 
whether it is through school, work, home or away.  When we gather together at Waukesha 
Bible Church, we express worship through singing, prayer, giving, music and serving one 
another.  It is our desire that our worship be authentic and relevant to our community so 
that people can see the impact of living out of the Kingdom of God.  

 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

What is Worship? 

• In worship, we . . .  

– recognize God as the Creator of all things from whom, through whom, and for whom 
they exist. 

– recognize God as having the intrinsic right to do what He desires with all that is His and 
when done is right. 

 

• In worship, we . . .  

– recognize His right over all we possess; recognizing we have received it from Him, 
through Him, and for Him. 

– recognize His right to receive all of our affection and energy both now and forever more, 
Amen. 

 
Why Worship? 
1. God is at the center of everything outside Himself.   
2. He created in order to display the richness of His person and work.   
3. He created in order to be worshipped by that which was created. 
4. The Shadow exists only to bring Him glory for the Shadow can never provide, it can only 

point. 
 
The Storyline: 
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Biblical Worship tells the Story 
1. There is only one God, eternally existing in three undivided persons.   
2. This God created all things outside Himself for His glory. 
3. The created rejected God and rebelled against His Story of condescending mercy and grace. 
4. God only and alone secured the means whereby those who rejected Him would have their 

sins cancelled and be adopted as His sons and daughters. 
5. All this was done for His glory.  Worship tells this Story. 
 
The Problem: 
 
I would like us to consider a word of caution concerning worship and its relationship to “our” 
obedience. 
1. Our worship is God focused. 
2. Our obedience/good works are God focused. 
3. The two are not in opposition. 
4. Both are generated by God. 
5. Both are from God, through God and for God. 
 
Questions: 

1. What does worship mean for you? 
2. What does worship look like for you?  How does it make you “feel”? 
3. Is there a wrong way to worship? 
4. What is a biblical picture or understanding of worship? 
5. What adjustments might you make to enrich your worship of God? 
 

The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know God as the only one worthy of worship. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to worship God alone and only. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of worshipping God and shunning 

idolatry. 
 
Outline: 
 
Now let us consider, “What describes Biblical Worship?” 
 

I. Worship involves sacrifice/offerings (Gen. 22:5) 
 
The worship of God is tied into the offerings of His people.  God can be worshipped through 
the offering of sacrifice (means) and gifts (gratitude).  Yet sacrifice and gifts alone do not 
constitute worship (1 Sam. 15:22, 23; Micah 6:6-8).  The heart attitude of obedience takes 
precedence over the sacrifice and gift brought.  God wants us more than the gifts given.  But 
the gifts we bring speak to His ownership over all we possess.  He gives the gift and we 
return them back to their rightful owner. 
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“Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go 
over there; and we will worship and return to you.’” (Gen. 22:5). 
 
“Now behold, I have brought the first of the produce of the ground which You, O LORD 
have given me. And you shall set it down before the LORD your God, and worship before 
the LORD your God” (Deut. 26:10). 
 
“Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come before Him; 
Worship the LORD in holy array” (1 Chron. 16:29). 
 
“And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh” (Matt. 2:11). 
 
“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I 
saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, 
and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years” (Rev. 20:4). 

 
II. Worship involves humility (Gen. 47:31) 

 
The biblical posture of bowing speaks to one’s carriage before their superior.  We bow in form 
for we bow in substance.   
 

“He said, ‘Swear to me.’ So he swore to him. Then Israel bowed in worship at the head of 
the bed” (Gen. 4&;31). 
 
“Moses made haste to bow low toward the earth and worship” (Exod. 24:8). 
 
“Worship the LORD with reverence And rejoice with trembling” (Ps. 2:11). 
 
“Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker” (Ps. 95:6). 
 
“for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ 
Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh” (Phil. 3:3). 

 
III. Worship is Monotheistic Trinitarian (Exod. 20:5) 

 
Biblical worship is addressed to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  It is proper to bow 
before God as three in one.  Biblical monotheism guards against idolatry.  God alone and only 
is to be worshipped.  No one and nothing else can demand such a response on the part of the 
created. 
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“You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations 
of those who hate Me” (Exod. 20:5). 
 
“You shall not worship their gods, nor serve them, nor do according to their deeds; but you 
shall utterly overthrow them and break their sacred pillars in pieces” (Exod. 23:24). 
 
“for you shall not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous 
God” (Exod. 34:14). 
 
“You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, and on the third and the fourth 
generations of those who hate Me” (Deut. 5:9). 
 
“You shall fear only the LORD your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His 
name” (Deut. 6:13). 
 
“Beware that your hearts are not deceived, and that you do not turn away and serve other 
gods and worship them” (Deut. 11:16). 

 
Biblical worship defined by monotheism might require the very life of those who worship.  
Daniel’s three friends picture such a truth in Daniel 3:5ff. 
 

5 “that at the moment you hear the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe 
and all kinds of music, you are to fall down and worship the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up.  6 "But whoever does not fall down and worship shall 
immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire." 10 "You, O king, have made 
a decree that every man who hears the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery, and 
bagpipe and all kinds of music, is to fall down and worship the golden image. 11 "But 
whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing 
fire. 12 "There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the administration of the 
province of Babylon, namely Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. These men, O king, have 
disregarded you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image which you 
have set up." 14 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that 
I have set up? 15 "Now if you are ready, at the moment you hear the sound of the horn, 
flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery and bagpipe and all kinds of music, to fall down and worship 
the image that I have made, very well. But if you do not worship, you will immediately be 
cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire; and what god is there who can deliver you 
out of my hands?" 18 "But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are 
not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up." 28 

Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-nego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants who put their trust in Him, 
violating the king's command, and yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship 
any god except their own God” (Dan. 3:5ff.) 
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In the temptation of Christ such thinking was severely tested by the Devil.  Such a concession 
on our Lord’s part would have destroyed the Story. 
 

9 “and he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.’ 10 

Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go, Satan! For it is written, 'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD 
YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY'’” (Matt. 4:9, 10). 

 
Heaven finds God as trinity the centerpiece of all activity.  God is to be worshipped. 
 

“the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship 
Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying” (Rev. 
4:10). 
 
“And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and 
worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever” (Rev. 5:14). 
 
“And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, 
and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God” (Rev. 7:11). 
 
“Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, ‘Do not do that; I am a fellow 
servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy’” (Rev. 19:10). 
 
“I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell 
down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things” (Rev. 22:8). 
 
“But he said to me, ‘Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the 
prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God’” (Rev. 22:9). 

 
If God is to be worshipped in eternity, then He must be worshipped in time. 
 

IV. Worship avoids idolatry (1 Kings 12:30) 
 
If our worship is singularly focused, then we will not bow before the idols of the heart. 
 

“Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan” 
(1 Kings 12:30). 
 
“But if you turn away and forsake My statutes and My commandments which I have set 
before you, and go and serve other gods and worship them” (2 Chron. 7:19). 
 
“Let there be no strange god among you; Nor shall you worship any foreign god” (Ps. 
81:9). 
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“and do not go after other gods to serve them and to worship them, and do not provoke 
Me to anger with the work of your hands, and I will do you no harm” (Jer. 25:6). 

 
V. Worship will be universal (Psalm 22:27) 

 
Scripture speaks to the universality of worship.  Currently it takes place in distinct 
geographical locations, but a day is coming when all creation will once more bow (Job 38:4-7) 
down before Him and worship Him alone and only.  There is always much talk of what this or 
that might be like in the unknown future.  This one thing I do know.  In the great days ahead 
God alone and only will be worshipped, and everything outside of Himself shall bow down 
before Him.  All the enemies of God will bow before Him. He will by strength of right cause all 
to bow and in that day every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord to 
the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:9-11). 
 

“All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, And all the families of the 
nations will worship before You” (Ps. 22:27). 
 
“All the earth will worship You, And will sing praises to You; They will sing praises to 
Your name." Selah” (Ps. 66:4). 
 
“All nations whom You have made shall come and worship before You, O Lord, And they 
shall glorify Your name” (Ps. 86:9). 
 
“Thus the LORD will make Himself known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the 
LORD in that day. They will even worship with sacrifice and offering, and will make a vow 
to the LORD and perform it” (Isa. 19:21). 
 
“In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrians will come 
into Egypt and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with the 
Assyrians” (Isa. 19:23). 
 
16 “Then it will come about that any who are left of all the nations that went against 
Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to 
celebrate the Feast of Booths. 17 And it will be that whichever of the families of the earth 
does not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, there will be no rain 
on them” (Zech. 14:16, 17). 
 
“And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, ‘AND LET ALL THE 
ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM’” (Heb. 1:6). 
 
“and he said with a loud voice, ‘Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His 
judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs 
of waters’” (Rev. 14:7). 
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“Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL THE 
NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS 
HAVE BEEN REVEALED’” (Rev. 15:4). 

 
VI. Worship transcends ethnic distinctive (John 4:23, 24) 

 
The absolute beauty of biblical worship is its transcending nature.  God is relevant and 
applicable in every culture known to man. 
 

“But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers” (John 4:23). 
 
“God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). 

 
VII. Worship involves separation (Psalm 29:2) 

 
There is something that makes worship possible regardless of the context, but worship itself is 
distinct from the common. 
 

“Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to His name; Worship the LORD in holy array” (Ps. 
29:2). 
 
“Worship the LORD in holy attire; Tremble before Him, all the earth” (Ps. 96:9). 

 
VIII. Worship involves precision (Matt. 15:9; Mark 7:7) 

 
Not all expressions of worship are biblically accurate or sound.  Sincerity of heart does not 
always override worship birthed out of “the precepts of men.”  The worship of God begins 
with the Bible and moves forward from there. 
 

“God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). 
 
“BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE 
PRECEPTS OF MEN” (Matt. 15:9, See also Mark 7:7). 
 
“For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found 
an altar with this inscription, 'TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.' Therefore what you worship in 
ignorance, this I proclaim to you” (Acts 17:23). 
 
“Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the 
Son of God” (Matt. 14:33). 

 
IX. Worship is a consequence of God’s redemptive mercy (Rom. 12:1) 

 
Only the redeemed worship God, and worship they must. 
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“Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and 
holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship” (Rom. 12:1). 
 
“And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him” (John 9:38). 

 
X. Worship involves petition (Matt. 8:2; 9:18; 15:25) 

 
Not all worship involves the bringing of gift and not all worship involves petition, but God 
can be worshipped when petition is brought.  Why, simply because it is the created coming to 
their Creator of help in their time of need. 
 

“And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean” (Matt. 8:2). 
 
“While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and 
worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon 
her, and she shall live” (Matt. 9:18). 
 
“Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me” (Matt. 15:25). 

 
XI. Worship is eternal (Rev. 11:16) 

 
Worship is what we were designed to do and will do for all of eternity. 
 

“And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, 
and worshipped God” (Rev. 11:16). 

 
Listen to how Pastor John Piper captures the importance and centrality of worship for the 
church. 
 

“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the Church. Worship is. Missions exists because 
worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. 
When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before 
the throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship 
abides forever. 
 
Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal of missions. It’s the goal of missions because in 
missions we simply aim to bring the nations into the white hot enjoyment of God’s glory. 
The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God. “The Lord 
reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!” (Ps 97:1). “Let the peoples 
praise thee, O God; let all the peoples praise thee! Let the nations be glad and sing for joy!” 
(Ps 67:3-4). 
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But worship is also the fuel of missions. Passion for God in worship precedes the offer of 
God in preaching. You can’t commend what you don’t cherish. Missionaries will never call 
out, “Let the nations be glad!” who cannot say from the heart, “I rejoice in the Lord…I will 
be glad and exult in thee, I will sing praise to thy name, O Most High” (Ps 104:34, 9:2). 
Missions begins and ends in worship.”  (John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad! The Supremacy 
of God in Missions, 2nd Ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993/2003), 17.) 

 
Because we believe in biblical worship we conclude our Sunday Morning Corporate worship 
is to have certain qualities or marks. 
 
WE BELIEVE . . .  
 
Our corporate gathering on Sunday Morning is to be marked by … 
1. bringing to God the gift of our time, our talents, and our treasures. 
2. a recognition on our part that He is God and we are not. 
 
3. a concentrated and intentional focus on God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
4. a sense of God’s global community comprised of worshippers from every tongue, tribe, 

people, and nation. 
 
5. something different than what is experienced when apart from the corporate gathering. 
6. Theological precision. 
7. the joyful response of the redeemed. 
 
8. a beauty and attractiveness that invites the non-redeemed to respond. 
9. His people asking Him for continued hope, healing, and wholeness. 
10. a sense of something that is eternal. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
 “Come and See; Go and Tell” 
 
 


